
 
The Suncity Africa Foundation was set up 3 years ago (2012) initially as part of a program 
within the Eastern Africa Regional Youth Network (EARYN) to address the issues of LGBT 
youth within the wider framework of the networks HIV and drug abuse reduction amongst the 
youth population. Its initial function was to be a means by which LGBT youth within the 
network could better actualize their potential by providing a non-judgmental avenue to raise their 
voices, concerns and hopes for the future. In effect, they could be mentored on lifestyle changes 
vis-à-vis safe-sex practices, HIV & STI prevention and management, and mitigating substance 
abuse. 

However, over time after a thorough needs assessment it has become evident that the program 
has outgrown its initial scope, though informed and propelled by it, necessitating it to become a 
nascent grouping (organization) with a broader mission  and mandate, though never straying 
from its Vision which is ‘An Africa with an emancipated, illuminated and self-conscious LGBT 
Youth’.   

In 2013 we launched, Pink Connect – Event with the support EARYN – Kenya Chapter as a 
strategic approach to provide premiere physical venues “Monthly LGBT Reunion Parties” as a 
tool to create safe space for the LGBT community to be themselves once a month. This was 
initiated after an incident happed where LGBT friendly club and lounges started to put 
restrictions to how LGBT persons dress behavior or even mingle, with many are times when 
some were physically abuse or thrown out.  

The project was developed based on the above background with this question in mind “Why 
should anyone have to lie and say they are straight to be treated like a human being”, which 
motivated us to start reserving social lounges to host our private LGBT parties where the 
community connect with each other and access a wide-range of services. Suncity Africa 
Foundation is dedicated to promoting and supporting the LGBT community towards a broader 
crossover approach to life.  

	  



	  

	  
 
 
Suncity Lounge is an initiative of Suncity Africa Foundation powered by Eastern Africa 
Regional Youth Network and it’s dedicated in promoting and supporting LGBT community 
towards the goal of broad crossover approach to life. The premiere physical venue “Suncity 
Lounge” is a powerful force in shaping the next generation of LGBT Youth in Nairobi, where 
LGBT community connect with each other and access a wide-range of services.  
 
"The Suncity Lounge" 
 
The Lounge will serves as a sanctuary… a safe space for LGBT to meet, connect, socialize or 
find potential partners and get entertain with a touch from casual martinis to fabulous drag 
shows. Somewhere everyone is free to be themselves without the feeling of being observed and 
watched for being “different” with a chosen family who understands and can relate. 
 
Suncity Lounge offers something for all the LGBT family with a focus on edutainment, lifestyle, 
culture and slang, a sense of community responsibility and a rite of passage as a LGBT 
individual...with a loyalty and allegiance to a place which offers a much needed opportunity for 
self exploration.  
 

 
 



IDAHOT 2015 - Focus Issue to be LGBTI Youth 

In Kenya, Suncity Africa Foundation with the support of PlanetRomeo Foundation and Eastern 
Africa Regional Youth Network hosted The International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia (IDAHOT) at the Suncity Lounge as the day also was the official opening the first 
LGBT community lounge in Eastern Africa. The lounge serves as a safe space for GBLTQ to 
meet, connect, socialize and even find potential partners and get entertained with a touch of 
casual martinis to fabulous drag shows, a place for them to be themselves without the feeling of 
being discriminated. 

The Lounge and IDAHOT 2015 “what’s in common?” 

Looking at the current wave of discrimination and stigma going around Africa, where Kenya is 
not left out of the share by the mainstream society which have also over-flowed into the social 
places like bar, clubs and lounges seeing LGBT community not to be themselves and most of the 
times not welcomed, verbally or physically abused or thrown out of these social places for who 
they are. The result is a vicious cycle: lack of financial resources for setting up LGBT friendly 
spaces affects the quality of life and denies LGBT persons a fundamental right of freedom to 
association and protection, limiting them from reaching the broad community and the riches, 
diversity, uniqueness, character and tone in LGBT friendly space and the lives they portray are 
often overlooked.  

The Suncity Lounge concept will address the above mentioned issues by providing a sanctuary 
and a safe space for LGBT to hang-out, connect and socialize, with a focus on edutainment, 
lifestyle, culture and slang that will bring a sense of community responsibility and a rite of 
passage with a loyalty and allegiance to a place which offers a much needed opportunity for self 
exploration.  
 
The Lounge will not only be limited to “safe space” but also become an information hub, online 
STI clinic, LGBT Youth online magazine, Talk show, pride festival and legal centre. We are 
here to treat LGBT with the feeling of equal opportunities and freedom, by remodelling our 
monthly reunion parties into Private lounge using the concept of sports club system of members 
only model approach to access services that are not offered to LGBT community with other 
organizations who only focus on primary health and advocacy.  

The Event… 

On 16th, May, 2015 we ushered in The IDAHOT through the campaign theme The Day of Pink 
Event not only to mark as the official opening of our doors to the members. Our community is a 
structured or founded on social gathering and being that on 17th being a Sunday, we decided to 
bring the LGBT new on the eve with more than 150 people celebrating diversity in a place and 
home where freedom is the order o the day.  
  
Mr.Uchenna and Miss Rohilla were the MCs and host speakers for the night to make sure that 
the program is well followed. The event started from 9 pm with a curtain raiser by one of our 



only The Grammo Suspect of the all female group named I AM band singing one of her songs 
that is meant to pass a message to the community that it will all get better soon, such an 
encouragement to many.  
 
We create a platform for our neighboring country Uganda asylum seekers living in Kenya to be 
at home away from home, through their Dance Crew who rocked the stage and captured the eyes 
of many through the Ugandan traditional dances. 
  
The main aim to hosting such an event was to create free space with no charges for the members 
of the GBLTQ community to come and enjoy, get to socialize and learn various things including 
their right of association, the right to socialize, which was reached with a clear goal. 
  
To keep the crowed entertained and get involved we introduced more artists to the stage and also 
some indoors games such as: spin the bottle, pick a letter plus organized a free photo session for 
everybody to make the day memorable.  
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